
Topic Sentences · Grades 3–5

Topic Sentences Quiz
Name

Score _____ / 10

A Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. (1 point each)

1. Recycling is an easy way to help the Earth. Old cans can be melted and made into new ones. Used
paper can become boxes and newspapers. Even plastic bottles can be turned into park benches.

2. Whoosh! A sled flies down the hill behind our school. Snow days are the best days of winter. We
build forts, throw snowballs, and drink hot cocoa. Nobody wants to go inside until it is dark.

B Fill in the circle beside the best answer. (1 point each)

3. A topic sentence tells
one small detail.
what the whole paragraph is about.
how the paragraph ends.

4. Which is the best topic sentence for a paragraph about caring for a pet fish?
Fish live in water.
My fish is orange.
A pet fish needs only a few things to stay healthy.

5. Which topic sentence fits these details? Bats eat insects that bite people. Bats spread the seeds
of fruit trees. Bats help flowers make seeds.

Bats are helpful animals.
Bats sleep upside down.
Many animals come out at night.

C A paragraph will tell about three jobs a firefighter does. Write B for too broad, N for too narrow,
or J for just right. (1 point each)

6. People have many kinds of jobs.

7. Firefighters do more than put out fires.

8. Firefighters check smoke alarms in schools.

D Write a topic sentence for a paragraph with these details. (2 points)

A paragraph about polar bears
Thick fur keeps them warm.
A layer of fat keeps out the cold.
Wide paws work like snowshoes on the ice.
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Topic Sentences · Grades 3–5

Topic Sentences Quiz: Answer Key
A Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. (1 point each)

1. Recycling is an easy way to help the Earth. Old cans can be melted and made into new ones. Used
paper can become boxes and newspapers. Even plastic bottles can be turned into park benches.

2. Whoosh! A sled flies down the hill behind our school. Snow days are the best days of winter. We
build forts, throw snowballs, and drink hot cocoa. Nobody wants to go inside until it is dark.

B Fill in the circle beside the best answer. (1 point each)

3. A topic sentence tells
one small detail.
what the whole paragraph is about.
how the paragraph ends.

4. Which is the best topic sentence for a paragraph about caring for a pet fish?
Fish live in water.
My fish is orange.
A pet fish needs only a few things to stay healthy.

5. Which topic sentence fits these details? Bats eat insects that bite people. Bats spread the seeds
of fruit trees. Bats help flowers make seeds.

Bats are helpful animals.
Bats sleep upside down.
Many animals come out at night.

C A paragraph will tell about three jobs a firefighter does. Write B for too broad, N for too narrow,
or J for just right. (1 point each)

6. B People have many kinds of jobs.

7. J Firefighters do more than put out fires.

8. N Firefighters check smoke alarms in schools.

D Write a topic sentence for a paragraph with these details. (2 points)

A paragraph about polar bears
Thick fur keeps them warm.
A layer of fat keeps out the cold.
Wide paws work like snowshoes on the ice.

Example: Polar bears are built for the cold.

1 point for naming the topic, 1 point for a main point that fits all three details.
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