
Academic Vocabulary, Set 9: Time and Sequence

Vocabulary Word List
This set’s 15 words (Time & Sequence). Each one has its meaning and a sentence that uses it.

1 initial Happening at the beginning; first
My initial reaction to the news was total shock and confusion.

2 subsequent Coming after something in time or order
The first test was easy, but subsequent exams grew much harder.

3 prior Earlier; already existing before a given time
She had no prior warning that the test had been moved to Monday.

4 simultaneous Happening at exactly the same instant
The two runners made a simultaneous lunge for the finish line.

5 preliminary Done first to get ready for the main event
We held a preliminary meeting before launching the full project.

6 temporary Lasting only a short time; not permanent
She took a temporary job while searching for a permanent career.

7 ultimate The last and most important; the greatest of all
Winning the championship was the team's ultimate goal all season.

8 precede To come before in time or order
Dark clouds usually precede a heavy summer thunderstorm.

9 interval A gap of time between two events
There was a short interval between the two acts of the play.

10 duration The length of time something continues
The movie's duration was nearly three hours, so we stayed late.

11 consecutive Following one after another without a break
She won the award for three consecutive years.

12 concurrent Running side by side over the same period; overlapping
He took two concurrent classes that met during the same period.

13 intermittent Stopping and starting at irregular times
The intermittent rain forced us to keep grabbing our umbrellas.

14 ensue To happen afterward as a result
After the coach's decision, chaos began to ensue on the field.

15 eventual Happening in the end, after a long wait or process
His hard work led to his eventual promotion to manager.
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