
Reading Skill Chart

Making Inferences
Authors do not tell you everything. You work some of it out.

CLUES IN THE TEXT

What the author
shows you: actions,
words, details.

+
WHAT YOU KNOW

What you already
know about people
and the world.

=
INFERENCE

A smart guess that
the clues support.

How to make an inference

1 Notice the clues. What do the characters do and say? What details
stand out?

2 Add what you know. When have you seen something like this before?

3 Make your inference. What is probably true, even though the text does
not say it?

4 Check it. Can you point to the words that support it? If not, try again.

Try it

Maya dropped her backpack by the door and kicked off her muddy cleats.
Her hair was soaked. She held up a small gold trophy and grinned.

CLUE

muddy cleats, a
trophy

+
I KNOW

Cleats are for sports.
Winners get trophies.

=
INFERENCE

Maya’s team just won a
game.

CLUE

soaked hair, mud +
I KNOW

Rain makes fields muddy. =
INFERENCE

It was raining during
the game.

An inference is not a wild guess. You must be able to point to the clue.
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