The Empires of West Africa

Ghana, Mali and Songhai, the great trading empires of the Niger River and the Sahara, about 1000 to 1590

r

== == Trade routes across the Sahara (approximate)

= = « Mali Empire, about 1300

Ghana Empire, about 1000

== === Songhai Empire, about 1500
\ y e Sijilmasa
A to North Africa and the Mediterranean
golt .
o™l /
P\’&\OS I /
I /
| //
: ’
/
! /
I /
I /
| /
| /
-l Taghaza /l
! l\ SAHARA DESERT /
/
I\ ’
/7 \ /
. I\ /
Atlantic Ocean / \ /
/ \ .. /
[I . “\{ an® ‘— . .;.: _I.,l'_l'.ggm.ekka
:—-—-—-—.—-—-—I—‘"‘—‘--— “OI s.\
A — ~dWalata \ / e ]
I»-v-"\\ ikt ,l % !
' XGao e l

LI RIS

<" sonehAl ./

printablescholar.com

e trading city = salt mine
Empire boundaries adapted from historical-basemaps by A. Ourednik (GPL-3.0), approximate - Coastlines and rivers are today's. Natural Earth
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