
Adding -ness
-ment, -ness Name

1 Read the rule. Write each word with its ending.

Add -ness to a describing word to name a feeling or a state.
A kind act shows kindness.

Rule 1 Most words: just add -ness.

kind kindness

dark
sad

weak
soft

loud
sick
neat
bold

Rule 2 A consonant, then y?
Change the y to i, then add -ness.

happy happiness
silly
lazy

messy
empty

fuzzy
lonely
sleepy

tidy
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Adding -ness
-ment, -ness Answer Key

1 Read the rule. Write each word with its ending.

Add -ness to a describing word to name a feeling or a state.
A kind act shows kindness.

Rule 1 Most words: just add -ness.

kind kindness

dark darkness
sad sadness

weak weakness
soft softness

loud loudness
sick sickness
neat neatness
bold boldness

Rule 2 A consonant, then y?
Change the y to i, then add -ness.

happy happiness
silly silliness
lazy laziness

messy messiness
empty emptiness

fuzzy fuzziness
lonely loneliness
sleepy sleepiness

tidy tidiness
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