
How Division Works
Sharing, grouping, and how division connects to multiplication.

1. Division is sharing equally

Share 12 into 3 groups

12 ÷ 3 = 4 in each group

Or: how many groups of 4 are in 12?

3 groups

12 ÷ 4 = 3 groups

2. The words

12 ÷ 3 = 4
dividend divisor quotient

The dividend is the amount you start with. The
divisor is what you divide by. The answer is the
quotient.

3. Division is multiplication turned around

3 × 4 = 12 so 12 ÷ 3 = 4 and 12 ÷ 4 = 3

To divide, ask the multiplication question: 3 times what makes 12? If you know your times tables, you already
know your division facts.

4. When it does not come out even

left over

13 ÷ 4 = 3 R 1
13 makes 3 full groups of 4, with 1 left
over. The amount left over is the
remainder. It is always smaller than the
divisor.

5. Three easy rules

÷ 1
Stays the same.

7 ÷ 1 = 7

÷ itself
Always 1.

7 ÷ 7 = 1

0 ÷
Zero divided by any number is 0.

0 ÷ 7 = 0

Try it: 20 ÷ 5 = ____ 18 ÷ 3 = ____ 17 ÷ 5 = ____ R ____
Answers: 4, 6, 3 R 2
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