
Missing Number Stories
Grade 1 · Stories with the missing number in the middle or at the start

Name ____________________

Read each story. Write the missing number in the box. Use the number line if it helps.

1 Mia has 7 stickers. Her friend gives her some more. Now Mia has 12 stickers. How
many stickers did her friend give her?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

7 + = 12 Answer: stickers

2 There are 14 birds on a fence. Some of the birds fly away. Now there are 8 birds on
the fence. How many birds flew away?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

14 − = 8 Answer: birds

3 Leo has some toy cars. He gets 4 more for his birthday. Now he has 13 toy cars. How
many toy cars did Leo have at the start?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

+ 4 = 13 Answer: toy cars

4 Ana has some grapes. She eats 6 of them. Now she has 9 grapes left. How many
grapes did Ana have at the start?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

− 6 = 9 Answer: grapes
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Missing Number Stories (Answer Key)
Grade 1 · Stories with the missing number in the middle or at the start

Read each story. Write the missing number in the box. Use the number line if it helps.

1 Mia has 7 stickers. Her friend gives her some more. Now Mia has 12 stickers. How
many stickers did her friend give her?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

7 + 5 = 12 Answer: 5 stickers

2 There are 14 birds on a fence. Some of the birds fly away. Now there are 8 birds on
the fence. How many birds flew away?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

14 − 6 = 8 Answer: 6 birds

3 Leo has some toy cars. He gets 4 more for his birthday. Now he has 13 toy cars. How
many toy cars did Leo have at the start?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9 + 4 = 13 Answer: 9 toy cars

4 Ana has some grapes. She eats 6 of them. Now she has 9 grapes left. How many
grapes did Ana have at the start?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

15 − 6 = 9 Answer: 15 grapes
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