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Today is a big day for Pip the pig. It is his
birthday! His friend Kate the squirrel
wanted to give him a sweet treat. She
baked a tall stack of walnut pancakes.
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Kate put them in her backpack and set off
for the farm. She went past the red

mailbox and the wooden sandbox. Soon,
she reached the muddy pigpen. Pip was
running in the mud. "Happy birthday,

Pip!" Kate called out.
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She stepped into the pen, but she slipped.
The warm pancakes fell out of the

backpack and into the dark, wet muck.
"Oh no!" said Kate, looking down at the

muddy mess. "Your birthday pancakes are
in the mud!"
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"It is ok," said Pip with a kind smile. "We
can make more." Pip and Kate went to
Kate's house. They walked uphill to the
hilltop where Kate lived. Kate unlocked

the gate, and they went up to the house.
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Inside the kitchen, they set to work. Kate
got a big bowl and began mixing. Pip

helped her stir the batter. They put it into
a hot pan. "These will be the best," said

Pip. They took turns flipping the
pancakes.
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Soon, the room smelled like sweet
walnuts. When the pancakes were done,

Pip wanted a special spot for the birthday
meal. "We can eat out by the big tree,"
said Kate. By the big tree, they found an

old bathtub in the yard.
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It was turned over and flat on top. Pip
used a brush to sweep off the dust and

cobwebs. Now the bathtub was a perfect,
clean table! Kate and Pip sat next to the

bathtub table. They ate the warm
pancakes together.
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"This is a perfect birthday meal," Kate
said with a smile. Pip grinned. "This is a

wonderful birthday," he said. "Next time,
I will come out of the mud to get my

pancakes!" They stayed on the hilltop and
played games until sunset.
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Words in This Book
Focus skill

Compound words — two known words joined into one
(sun + set = sunset)

Compound Words words
today, birthday, walnut, backpack, mailbox, sandbox,
pigpen, into, uphill, hilltop, inside, bathtub, cobwebs,
sunset

Talk About It
1. What did Kate bake for Pip’s birthday?
2. Why did Pip’s pancakes fall into the mud?
3. What did Pip and Kate do until sunset?

Read It Again
Read the book again. Point to every word from the
Compound Words list. How many can you find?
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