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A boy named Tom sat on the
grass. He was glum.
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Kate ran to him with her big red
ball. Tom did not want to play.
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He just held his new toy, a small
cowboy. "What is bad?" asked

Kate.
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"This cowboy does not bring me
joy," Tom said. "He just stands

still. A toy must do more."
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Kate had a plan. She got a long
stick. She poked the cowboy toy

up upon a big rock.
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"Ahoy!" she yelled. "The royal
cowboy is on the hill!"
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Tom grinned. He made his
cowboy jump off the rock to

catch the bad men.
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Kate and the boy played all day.
It was a joyful game.
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Words in This Book
Focus skill

OY diphthong (word-final)

Diphthong — OY words
boy, toy, cowboy, joy, ahoy, royal, joyful

High-frequency words
a, the, he, was, to, with, is, said, she, and, it

Other story words
named, Tom, sat, on, grass, glum, Kate, ran, him, her,
big, red, ball, did, not, want, play, just, held, his, new,
small, what, bad, asked, this, does, bring, me, stands,
still, must, do, more, had, plan, got, long, stick, poked,
up, upon, rock, yelled, hill, grinned, made, jump, off,
catch, men, played, all, day, game

Talk About It
1. Where was Tom sitting at the start of the story?
2. What did Kate use to poke Tom’s cowboy toy?
3. How long did Kate and Tom play their game?

Read It Again
Read the book again. Point to every word from the
Diphthong — OY list. How many can you find?
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